A total of 294 embryos were recovered from superovulated Rasa aragonesa ewes at the compact morula or blastocyst stages.
In embryos without sufficient observable extruded cells, the cell mass was aspirated throughout the hole and a portion of the protruded part was ablated using one or several laser pulses of up to 2.4 ms.
When performed in blastocysts, cell ablation was carried out in the trophoblastic region opposite to the inner cell mass. In conclusion, the procedures presented here allow performing embryo biopsy with minimal injury, either in the compact morula or in the blastocyst stages. These results highlight the usefulness of laser in embryo biopsy.
A biopsy procedure causing minimal injury to embryos is essential to exploit the possibilities of the preimplantation genetic diagnosis in sheep biotechnologies. The effect of laser-assisted embryo biopsy on embryo survival at term was studied in ovine in vivo-derived embryos recovered at two different developmental stages. 
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